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Front and to France. Withdrawal was impossible ;
it seemed equally impossible to provide the strength
necessary for an immediate decision ; accordingly
it was resolved on 7th June to continue operations
with such reinforcements as could be spared, so as
to distract the Turks and keep the door open to
Balkan intervention. Three divisions of the New
Army not allotted to France would be sent out and
two Territorial divisions, and all five would arrive
before the end of July. With such an accession of
strength in prospect, Sir Ian Hamilton could prepare
his plans.

On 12th July the Allies made their last attempt
at a frontal attack on the Krithia position. By
nightfall 400 yards of ground had been gained. It
was a considerable advance, which brought us very
near to Krithia. But the heights of Achi Baba were
as far off as ever.

In the old historical novels the hero, when he was
not to be observed wending his way on horseback
up a mountain path in the twilight, was generally
found holding a narrow staircase against uncounted
foes. To the Turks had fallen the favourite romantic
situation. We had chosen to attack them in one of
the strongest natural fortresses in the world. The
convex arc of the Achi Baba heights might have
been created for a modern defence. Not a yard of it
was dead ground; every foot was exposed to
bombardment from the well-placed guns and the
concentric trench lines. With a base a few miles
square, we attempted by frontal fighting to win a
step now and then of the staircase. It is true that
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